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Rhetorical Situation and Code-Switching
Prompt One Response
Depending on the audience and the context in which a communication process happens, the communicator can choose different ways of conveying the message. Therefore, an email to a co-worker will definitely vary from a text message to a friend in the sense that, in the email to a co-worker, the co-worker has to be addressed by his official names. The email must also have salutation such and should be organized consisting of the subject for the email, the purpose for the email and the message to being communicated. The language that will be used in the email to a coworker will include official terms and technical language which conforms to the departmental understanding or corporate understanding. Therefore, the communication will sound more official and will lack jargon. You go straight to the point and pass the information need to the co-worker without wasting time. On the other hand, a text message to a friend will lack salutation and will not address the friend with official names. The text message can utilize shorthand words such as OMG, Wil Cal U. The language will not be official since the context of friendship does not require a lot of formalities like the email communication which happens in a formal setting. In the same way, a speech at a graduation will be formal and will include formal address of people by rank and their positions in the society such as the Vice Chancellor, Professor, Doctor, Mr. On the other hand, a speech given in the classroom will be more informal given that a classroom setting, even though exists with a formal organization which is the school, it is comprised of people who are used to each other. These are the students and this creates informality. Easy language without a formal address of people by their ranks will be applied in the classroom. The people can be addressed by names. Furthermore, the language will be less formal in the sense that at classroom, the main goal will be to make everyone understand what is being said and not just a few. The explanation of tardiness to a boss will involve giving specific reasons that explain why you are late with an aim of creating the most believable scenario. Therefore, the explanations will dwell on facts and avoid lies. However, the same explanation to a roommate will incorporate some lies and the explanation might be superficial and unconvincing because of lack of facts and evidence to explain lateness. This will be the same for the spouse. However, with the boss, the explanation of lateness with statements that provide evidence and defense will be given.
Prompt 2 Response
I knew that I am an effective communicator the day I was given a very important message by our communication instructor about the postponement of an exam. It was in the morning and we had prepared to take a communication exam in the lecture hall. People were prepared and as a class, we sat quietly and waited patiently. However, as I stepped outside the lecture hall to stretch before I could do the exam the professor saw me and told me to tell the class that the exam had been postponed until next week same day. I knew I had to pass this important information appropriately or else I would create confusion. I went in and asked my classmates to give me attention for I had an important message to pass to them. I began by stating who had sent me and what the message was. I knew there will be many questions o I added and ensured to tell them of the new scheduled exam date. I also created a reason for the postponement and told them that they could know more by emailing the professor. This answered almost all the questions that my classmates had and they packed their books and left the room without asking question. I knew I had conveyed the message effectively because I understood my audience and chose the correct words and tone that befit the situation at that time.
